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FACTS AT A GLANCE

Amarillo Little Theatre
presents

Dramatized by 
Hamilton Deane and John L. Balderston

from Bram Stoker’s novel

Amarillo Little Theatre is pleased to present the classic thriller
DRACULA as its second Mainstage production of the season.
Originally produced by ALT in October 1989, this production is
sure to be a hit with ALT audiences of all ages.

This is one of the great mystery stories and is generally con-
sidered among the best of its kind.  This play recalls the wonder-
ful old classic thrillers that leave more to the imagination than
today’s “over the top” horror movies.

Lucy Seward, whose father is the doctor in charge of an
English sanitorium, has been attacked by some mysterious ill-
ness.  Dr Van Helsing, a specialist, believes that the girl is the vic-
tim of a vampire, a sort of ghost that goes about at night sucking
blood from its victims.  The vampire is at last found to be a cer-
tain Count Dracula, whose ghost is finally laid to rest in a striking
and novel manner.  This show is pure, suspenseful fun.

ALT has assembled a terrific cast for this production featuring
some familiar veterans as well as some exciting new performers.
The cast includes Shawn Walsh as Dracula, Don M. Washburn
as Abraham Van Helsing, Michael Westmoreland as Dr. Seward
and newcomer Kalan Coulson as Lucy.  The remainder of the
cast includes Joanna Kimbell, Ryan Sustaita, Don Shipman,

and Jonathan Mobley.  Dracula is being directed by Allen
Shankles assisted by Art DeMar.  Technical Director is Gregg
Dunlap with Scene Design by Tana Roberson.  Live music
accompanist for the production is Jennifer Biles.

Don’t miss DRACULA!  It promises to be an exciting experi-
ence for those who enjoy “thrills and chills” in the theatre.

Production Funding by
Barrett and Carol Pierce/Rio Petroleum

Dr. Russell and Beth Robinson
Sprouse, Shrader, Smith, PC

Dr. Susan Neese
Krause Landscape Contractors, Inc.

Sponsored by
Martin and Linda Anderson

Drs. Thomas and Susan Johnson
Kathy and Eric Levy & Kids

Robin and Dawna Muir
Taylor and Lil Withrow



As you read this, Smokey Joe’s Cafe’ will have just completed its run.  The show proved to be as
spectacular as I expected.  ALT audiences loved it.  The show didn’t produce the stunning box office
numbers that we had hoped, but in today’s economy I think we did very well.  Thanks to the wonderful
cast for their professional level of work.

I guess many of you have seen the letters to the editor regarding ALT’s production of Blackbird.  I
was pleased that some very intelligent and well-spoken ALT patrons responded on our behalf.  While I
don’t like to put ALT into the center of controversy, I do believe that we are doing our job as artists if we
“shake things up” every once in a while.  I will agree that Blackbird was a challenging piece to produce
and to watch.  The subject matter was tough.  You can be assured that I will never produce a show like
this unless it has the credentials to make it worth producing.  ALT will not produce a show merely for its

potential “shock value.”  Blackbird is a highly regarded show in the theatre world with major productions occurring all
over the country.  While I certainly understand some people’s resistance to such work, I am proud that we are giving our
local patrons an opportunity to experience such cutting edge theatre. I am also grateful that we live in a community and a
country in which we can do so.

Most of you know that I was recently presented with the honor of a new scholarship established in my name.  This trib-
ute to my 25 years at ALT is one of the nicest, most gratifying honors I have ever received.  The formation of the ALT
Academy is among my most treasured accomplishments during my tenure here.  To know that this scholarship will help
some Academy students pursue their higher education is truly “mind blowing.”  I want to thank ALT’s Board of Directors
for establishing this scholarship and I want to thank the many people who have made a contribution to it to date.  I am very
proud.

The rest of the fall will be a buzz of activity here at ALT.  Dracula opens on October 23. Just ten days after it closes,
Ruthless! opens at the Adventure Space.  ALT’s Academy will be presenting The Velveteen Rabbit in October and The
Best Christmas Pageant Ever in December.  We will also be squeezing in two of our most popular “special productions”
along the way.  On November 7-9, ALT will be presenting the wildly popular Always...Patsy Cline.  We have not done
this show in a few years and we wanted to give it at least one more good run in Amarillo before we possibly say farewell.
We will also be reprising The Santaland Diaries December 11-13 with Jeff Jarnagin once again starring as Crumpet, the
Elf.

Bad econominc news continues to plague our lives.  Gas prices are down somewhat, but still way too high.  I know that
theatre is a luxury for many, but for many others it is important nourishment for the soul.  I hope that you will remember
that ALT is still one of the best entertainment values in town.  We will strive to always give you more than your money’s
worth.

I look forward to seeing you at the theatre(s).

Director’s Notes

Allen
Shankles

Greetings everyone,
It is hard to believe that we are well into the fall season already.  I would like to say a big thank you to every one of you

who volunteered for Blackbird, and Smokey Joe’s Café.  From delivering posters, to providing lunch, ushering, and
working the concession stand, your presence has been a great service to the theatre.  Coming up for us: we have our next
meeting Tuesday, October 7th, at 6:30 p.m. Shelley Sloger will host our meeting at her home and I encourage you to
bring a friend.  This will be both a fun and productive evening.  At this meeting, we will discuss some important plans for
the rest of this year.  We will also set aside some time to meet in your individual committees.  Your opinions and ideas are
important to the Guild.  Coming up on the Mainstage is Dracula, and at the Adventure Space, Ruthless!  We are rapidly
moving into our production season and this is one of the best times of the year to be involved.  If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to contact me at amarillolittletheatreguild@yahoo.com.  Be sure and check out the guild page at
www.amarillolittletheatre.org for pictures from the Membership Drive Party hosted by Jim Kemp and Whitney Kelly this
past August.  I look forward to seeing you.  

Justin Loe
ALTG President

Notes from the Guild



Academy Spotlight
October? Already! Where is the time going? Things are certainly underway for the Academy and it doesn’t look like

they are slowing down.
Our first production of the season is The Velveteen Rabbit and I am very excited for not only our audiences to see this

beautiful play, but for our young actors to experience acting in the ALT Adventure Space and in the round. I hope every-
one plans on seeing this loving show and the beautiful work our younger Academy students can produce. 

As soon as we leave the world of The Velveteen Rabbit, we enter the world of Christmas and the holiday season with
our second Academy show, The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Auditions are scheduled for October 18th at 3 pm in the
ALT Classroom. Look for audition packets in your classes this month!

I also wanted to thank those parents who attended one of the two Parent Information Meetings. They both went well
and I was glad to be able to meet some of our new Academy parents. Missed the meeting? No worries. Let me know and I
can get you the information packets handed out and get you caught up on what is in store for the Academy this season.

Which brings me to my last bit of news. I am very excited to announce that the ALT Academy will be going to New
York in June. We will be taking approximately 30 students and sponsors to the Big Apple to experience Broadway shows,
musical theatre workshops and a whole lot of fun. This trip will of course be costly and so the ALT Academy needs your
help! Or maybe you need our help? Here’s the scoop. Need help getting Christmas decorations down or raking the leaves
in your yard? Perhaps you need someone to help paint some rooms or help with a garage sale. All you need to do is inform
me of how many helping hands you need and when. I will let our “New York Bound” students know and have them there
ready to work. You then make a contribution to their New York fund. They get some financial help and you get those
pesky chores done! A win-win situation. Contact me at 352-0731 or by emailing me at jason@amarillolittletheatre.org.
Look for more ways to help these kids get to New York throughout the season!

Jason Crespin
Academy Director

The Velveteen Rabbit

Adapted by James Still

October 10th and 11th at 7:30 pm
October 11th and 12th at 2:30 pm

Margery Williams’ classic story of a stuffed toy rabbit made real by a boy’s enduring love comes to life in the ALT
Academy with it’s production of “The Velveteen Rabbit.”

One Christmas day, a young boy receives a brown and white spotted velveteen rabbit with pink sateen ears. After a
time, the rabbit and boy became inseparable. Fancier toys begin to tease the Velveteen Rabbit because he is only made of
velveteen and stuffed with old sawdust. However, when his friend, the wise Rocking Horse, tells him about Nursery
Magic that will make him real if he is loved by a child and gives love in return, the power of love.

The ALT Academy has assembled a terrific cast to bring this beautiful play to life. Featuring 36 of our talented
Academy students, this production is being performed in the ALT Adventure Space. Jayme McBride takes on the role of
Director, the talented Karen Walsh is the Set Designer and Scenic Artist, Caroline Robinson and Erin Mason are the
Assistants to the Director, and Jason Crespin assumes Producer duties. 

A timeless tale with a warm spirit, this gentle and tender play is ideal for both the young and the young at heart. A per-
fect way to spend time with those you love. Box Office opened Monday, September 29th. Make your reservations by call-
ing the ALT Box Office at 355-9991 or by email at jeff@amarillolittletheatre.org. 



AUDITIONS!   AUDITIONS!   AUDITIONS!

by Molly Newman and Barbara Damashek

AUDITION DATES
Monday and Tuesday, December 1 & 2, 2008

ALT Adventure Space @ 7:30 pm

Directed by 
Jeff Jarnagin

Music Direction by
James Gardner

Roles are available for 7 women  (age range 16-60)

Auditions will consist of a prepared vocal selection not to
exceed 60 seconds and cold readings from the script.

IT’S BACK!!!!

ALWAYS...PATSY CLINE 
RETURNS TO THE ALT STAGE

It’s Sweet Dreams again as ALT’s most popular
production ever is set for three special perfor-

mances November 7-9, 2008.   Your invited to join
Tammy Hysmith and Cindi Bulla as they reprise

the roles that have made them ALT legends!  

Tickets are limited for this very special ALT event.
All tickets will be priced at $25.00 each with ALT

season ticket holders receiving a 10% discount.
The box office will open to ALT season ticket hold-
ers on Monday, October 20.  The box office opens

to the general public on Monday, October 27.

Make plans now to attend what may be the last
three performances of this spectacular show. 

Amarillo Little Theatre is pleased to announce 
open auditions for its third Mainstage 

production of the 2008-09 season.

Come and dance like a Star at ALT! Latin Classes
including Cha Cha and Rumba will begin October 13
(Monday nights at 6:30 pm). This is a four week work-
shop costing $35 per person or $63 per couple. Call us

at 355-9991 and enroll today!

In an effort to further reduce costs, we would like to send your newsletter by email. 
Please contact us by phone at 355-9991 or email anne@amarillolittletheatre.org with your current email address. 

Just a reminder our newsletter may also be accessed on our website at www.amarillolittletheatre.org.

with

THE SANTALAND DIARIES

Amarillo Little Theatre is very pleased to be reprising its hilarious Holiday production, The Santaland Diaries starring
Jeff Jarnagin.  Performances are scheduled for December 11,12 and 13 at 8:00 pm at the ALT Adventure Space.  

Based on the hilarious narrative by David Sedaris, The Santaland Diaries chronicles the experience of an unemployed
actor who gets a job as Santa’s Elf at Macy’s during the Holidays.  Irreverant and cynical are just two of the words that

capture the “spirit” of this hilarious one-man production that is not your typical Holiday show.

Tickets for The Santaland Diaries are $20.00 each with ALT season ticket holders getting a 10% discount.  The box
office will open to Season Ticket holders on Monday, November 24 and to the public on Monday, December 1.

GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPIRIT....SORT OF


