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FACTS AT A GLANCE

Amarillo 
Little 

Theatre
presents

by 
Tom Dudzick

A hilarious and touching depiction of 1959 Americana.  Abso-
lutely enchanting...a little bit of heaven!. — Chicago Tribune

Amarillo Little Theatre proudly presents the regional premiere
of the heart-warming new comedy Over the Tavern as the fourth
Mainstage production of the 2008-09 season.  This hilarious new
play is certain to be a “winner” with ALT audiences.

In that most idealized period of 20th-century America, the
Eisenhower years of the 1950s, the Pazinski family has a lot
going on in their cramped Buffalo apartment.  The youngest of
the bunch, 12-year-old Rudy, is a smart, wise-cracking kid who’s
starting to question family values and the Roman Catholic
Church.  When Rudy goes up against the ruler-wielding Sister
Clarissa and announces that instead of being confirmed he’d
rather shop around for a more “fun” religion, all hell breaks
loose.  This is a warm and hilarious look at family, growing up,
and God.  

For those patrons who fondly remember past ALT productions
of Lost in Yonkers and Brighton Beach Memoirs, this show has
many similarities in its style and subject matter.  It is at turns very
poignant and laugh-out-loud funny.

ALT has a terrific cast for this production, including some
familiar ALT faces and some great new talent.  It includes
newcomer Joseph Lundegreen starring as Rudy.  The cast also

features ALT veterans Cindi Bulla, Mark Jones and Carrie
Huckabay and newcomers Zack Douglass, Nick Palmieri and
Emma Elkins.

Over the Tavern is being directed by Jeff Jarnagin with
Shawn Walsh as Assistant to the Director.

ALT mainstage audiences are certain to love this wonderful
new play.  Make your reservations today!

Please note:  Over the Tavern will carry a PG-13 rating.  One
of the characters in the show is a mentally disabled boy who
repeatedly uses a scatological phrase.

Production Funding by
Amarillo National Bank 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Ball 
Shirley and Ed Fancher

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Quackenbush

Sponsored by
Dr. and Mrs. John Kaczmarek
Dr. Richard and Jimmie Smith

Linda Gilbert
Bill and Kerry Glidewell

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Wisian



ALT’s 2008-09 season is heading into the final stretch.  We have produced some great work this season and
more is on the horizon.  

As you read this issue of Director’s Notes, our Adventure space production of The Clean House will be in mid-
run.  I have had a blast directing this show.  I think the script is one of the freshest and funniest I have encountered
in a while and the cast has been a delight to work with.  If you have already seen the show, I hope you had a great
time. If you haven’t seen it yet, what are you waiting for?  

This Curtain Call announces the opening of Over the Tavern.  This show is a bit of risk for our mainstage as it
is new and does not have a great deal of name recognition.  I hope our audiences will give it a try as it is a very
charming and heart-warming play.  Our audiences loved past productions of Brighton Beach Memoirs and Lost
in Yonkers. This show is similar in style.  It features great roles for several young actors and takes a fond look
back on a “kinder, gentler” time in our history.  This is a great show that I hope you won’t miss.

Although this season has featured a great collection of work, it is apparent that some of the season’s selections did not have as strong
an appeal for our audiences as we would like.  We now believe that we erred in not allowing our valued patrons to give their input into
the selection of our season.  For that reason, you will notice during the performances of Over the Tavern that we will once again be
gathering your votes on possible shows for next season.  We have narrowed down our preliminary list of over 20 plays and musicals to
a “short” list of 8-10.  We want you to help us select our 2009-2010 season.  Please make sure you fill out a ballot.  If you don’t attend
Over the Tavern, you can also access the list at our website.  Find it there and email or fax your choices to us.  

I know of many theatres and arts organizations that are experiencing very severe economic troubles right now.  I am so very proud to
say that ALT continues to be solid.  This is due to a number of factors.  First, we are a very efficient and fiscally responsible organiza-
tion.  We also have an amazing group of patrons who support our work very generously.  In fact, our contributed income is actually up
this season.  We know that there may be more “tight” times ahead, but we promise to keep working to produce the finest theatre enter-
tainment possible.  Don’t forget that we are also successfully operating an Academy program that is positively impacting the lives of
over 500 dance and theatre students each semester. We strive every day to be worthy of the great support we get from our patrons and
volunteers.  Thanks to all of you.

I look forward to seeing you at the theatre(s). 

Director’s Notes

Allen
Shankles

Did you know that over 1,000 people are receiving a colorful, interactive version of this newsletter via email?  We want to encour-
age you to start receiving your Curtain Call newsletter via email.  It will come to you in a beautiful and very readable format with
“quick links” that will give you even more information than is contained in the printed version.

Better yet, you will save ALT the cost of printing, processing and mailing the paper newsletter.  The savings can be substantial.
This is also the environmentally friendly choice as our email newsletter leaves no “footprint.”  

If we do not have your email address, please share that with one of our office staff today.  We promise that we will not share your
address with any other organization and if you are ever unhappy with the quality and convenience of our email service, we can imme-
diately convert you back to our regular mailing list.

SAVE A STAMP!  SAVE TIME!  SAVE A TREE! 
HELP ALT TO SAVE $$$$!

Allen Shankles Academy Scholarship

Chuck & Melody Alexander
in honor of Mark Jones Birthday

Daniel J. Schwartz Endowment

Jayne Brainard
in memory of Winfred Herndon

in memory of Marie Harris

End of Year Contributions

Peter & Helene Botsonis

Art & Rosie Carroll

Mike & Kathy Connor

Ann Crouch

Shirley & Ed Fancher

Judy Flanders

Jeff & Susan Hellberg

Jie Kuai

William & Poppy McCarty

Joe & Madeline Ryberg

David & Sherry Schaeffer

Katharyn & Steve Wiegand

Contributions
Amarillo Little Theatre gratefully acknowledges the following contributions

made after December 15, 2008 and as of February 3, 2009.



Greetings,
It is hard to believe, but we are up and running with yet another show and special event. We have had a great year, and I am thankful

for each and every one of you. I would like to thank the ALT Board of Directors for giving us the chance to help with the always suc-
cessful Valentine’s Dinner this year. This partnership could not have happened without our fabulous Hospitality/Fundraising commit-
tee. Cindi Bulla and her crew (Cristine, Tanya, Abbie, and Shay) have worked hard, and the end result will be amazing. With only
three shows left, we are on our way to the finish line. Be sure to check your email for volunteer opportunities during upcoming shows.
May you all have a beautiful Valentine’s Day.

I look forward to seeing you soon.
Justin Loe
ALTG President

An Evening with

LINDA EDER
ALT’s Annual Special Event

Saturday, June 20, 2009

Amarillo Little Theatre is very proud to present Linda
Eder for our annual special event. We are also proud to
announce that Ms. Eder’s performance on the ALT stage
will be just one week after she appears for two perfor-
mances with the world renowned Boston Pops in
Boston, MA.

Linda Eder possesses one of the greatest contempo-
rary solo voices of our time. This Minnesota farm girl
has captivated audiences across the country with a versa-
tile style and repertoire. Since the debut of her self-titled
first album, Linda has recorded and produced nine solo
albums, a blend of standards, pop hits and original songs
showcasing her extravagant vocal gifts. With nine solo
CDs and five cast recordings to her credit, Eder contin-
ues to expand her range, and is currently finishing work
on her tenth and most ambitious album to date.

An Evening With Linda Eder, her Standards/
Broadway concert has become a regular on the subscrip-
tion series of venues across the country, and the 
musicians who back her are some of the finest in the
business. 

Ms. Eder starred as Lucy Harris in the 1990 Broadway-
bound musical Jekyll & Hyde, a role she played for over
900 performances all across the US before finally 
arriving on the “Great White Way” in 1996 at the 
Plymouth theater in Manhattan. She starred on 
Broadway for 16 months, winning a Drama Desk Award
and building her audience. 

Linda Eder is undeniably one of the finest performing
artists that will ever grace the ALT stage. This very 
special event promises to be spectacular! Look for more
information coming soon regarding special opportunities
for event patrons.

Notes from the Guild

Amarillo Little Theatre announces open auditions for 
its final Mainstage production of the 2008-09 season.

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s

Audition Dates
Monday and Tuesday, March 9 and 10, 2009

ALT Mainstage @ 7:30 pm

Directed by
Allen Shankles

Music Direction by
Jim Gardner

Roles are available for 15-20 Men and 15-20 Women
(ages 15 and up)

The show will feature a large singing,
dancing ensemble.

Auditions will consist of a prepared vocal selection not to
exceed 60 seconds.  Some people auditioning will also be

asked to do cold readings from the script. Everyone
auditioning will also be asked to perform a short

movement combination taught by the choreographer. 

Perusal scripts are available at the ALT Box Office
for a $10.00 refundable deposit. 

AUDITIONS!
AUDITIONS!
AUDITIONS!



ALT Academy proudly presents

Whew! Things are definitely busy in the Academy!  Classes are in full
swing, spring recital prep is underway and another production is in rehearsal. 

At the end of last month, we held auditions for our highly anticipated musical
The Music Man and who would have expected 115 auditionees! We were so proud
of all our Academy students who auditioned and had some tough choices to make!  From
the cast size to the talent in each kid, this is going to be a huge show you won’t want to miss! I
am very excited to be able to revisit this show as I was in the cast when the ALT Academy did it 9
years ago. To be able to come full circle and now direct and choreograph this show holds a very special
place in my heart. I am joined again by Brandon Bellar as he serves as Music Director and Karen Walsh
as our Scenic Designer. Tatiana Panovich takes the Assistant to the Directors chair and Academy student
Wendy Weatherly will serve as Assistant Choreographer.

If you were too old to audition, never fear!  You can still be a part of the magic by sponsoring the show, helping with
costumes, bringing snacks to rehearsal for the students, delivering posters, etc... Call 352-0731 and let me know how you’d
like to help.  

As we start a new year, I’m glad in knowing that with the dedication and talent our Academy has, the future of ALT
looks very bright! 

Jason Crespin
Academy Director

———Academy Spotlight———

March 27th and 28th @ 7:30 pm

March 28th and 29th @ 2:30 pm

Meredith Willson’s rousing, Tony-award-winning musical
The Music Man follows fast-talking traveling salesman

Harold Hill as he cons the people of River City, Iowa into
buying instruments and uniforms for a boys’ band he vows to
organize. His plans to skip town with the cash, however, are
foiled when he “gets his foot stuck in the door” by falling in

love with the local librarian, Marian Paroo.

This feel-good Broadway musical is an all-American
classic thanks to its quirky and loveable characters, big dance

numbers, and one-of-a-kind, nostalgic score of rousing
marches, barbershop quartets and sentimental ballads which

have become popular musical standards.

You certainly won’t want to miss the cast of 76 talented
Academy students as they march to “76 Trombones!”

Tickets go on sale March 16th 

Reserve tickets by calling our Box Office at 355-9991
or email at jeff@amarillolittletheatre.org

Make plans now to see this classic musical as it’s the perfect show for the entire family!


