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FACTS AT A GLANCE

“A touching, life-affirming, deeply emotional 
drama with a generous dose of humor.”  

New York Daily News

Amarillo Little Theatre proudly presents the regional pre-
miere of this heartwarming play which is based on the
best-selling book. Tuesdays With Morrie is the autobio-
graphical story of Mitch Albom, an accomplished journalist
driven solely by his career, and Morrie Schwartz, his for-
mer college professor. Sixteen years after graduation,
Mitch happens to catch Morrie’s appearance on a televi-
sion news program and learns that his old professor is bat-
tling Lou Gehrig’s Disease. Mitch is reunited with Morrie,
and what starts as a simple visit turns into a weekly pil-
grimage and a last class in the meaning of life. 

ALT has cast two fine actors for this production. In the
role of Mitch will be Bobby Schaffer and in the role of Mor-
rie will be John Bernard. ALT audiences will immediately
recognize both of these actors from great performances in

roles this season. Bobby Schaffer starred as Ben Hecht in
ALT’s smash hit Moonlight and Magnolias which opened
ALT’s season at the Adventure Space in August. Bobby

also appeared in ALT’s Rabbit Hole last season in a role
for which he won a coveted ALTA Award. John Bernard

has just finished a very successful run in the hilarious 
role of Grandpa in ALT’s Mainstage production You Can’t

Take it With You. We are certain that these two fine actors
will bring this touching story to vivid life on our stage. 
The show is being directed by Allen Shankles with 
Kim Shreffler functioning as Assistant to the Director. 

Despite the tragic premise of the show, we are certain
that ALT audiences will find this production to be an invigo-
rating and uplifting evening of theatre that will make one’s
spirit soar. We believe the show has an aura of celebration
to it that will fill your heart with a renewed joy for life.

Make reservations today for Tuesdays With Morrie.

Production Funding by
EdwardJones

Cenveo/Trafton Printing

Steve and Barbara Russell

sponsored by
Drs. Thomas and Susan Johnson

Neal Scott/Jefferson Highway

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Brister

Danny and Trish Bryant

Shelley Sloger and Amy Spears

Bob and Mary Stewart

Amarillo Little Theatre 
presents

Mitch Albom’s

by Jeffrey Hatcher and Mitch Albom
based on the book by Mitch Albom



This issue of Curtain Call is jam-packed with lots of fun and exciting information from the
opening of Tuesdays With Morrie and Schoolhouse Rock Live! to our planned weekend
excursion to see Annika Johansson perform in the National Tour of The Phantom of the

Opera in Dallas in February. As such, I am going to need to be brief to make more space
available. 

First, let me say thanks to the terrific cast and crew of You Can’t Take it With You. That was
another successful production for ALT and I am proud of our work on the show. Thanks also
to Jeff Jarnagin for making The Santaland Diaries another successful special event for ALT.
I think his performance as Crumpet was the best ever.

I am very excited about our upcoming production of Tuesdays With Morrie. I believe it is a
beautiful and heartwarming show that has a wonderful life-affirming message for us all. The
cast is great and I promise the show is going to be spectacular. Right after that, we open The

Light in the Piazza at the Adventure Space. This relatively new musical is one of my favorite
shows of the season. It is a magical love story that contains some of the most beautiful and

lush music you can imagine. It is being staged at the Adventure Space mainly because it is not a well known title in our
part of the world. However, it is a show that is perfect for all of our audience, including our patrons who typically only see
Mainstage productions. The show is rated PG. I hope all of our patrons will plan to see this show. 

Finally, you will note that we have planned a group trip to Dallas in February to see Annika Johansson perform in the
National Touring Company production of The Phantom of the Opera. How exciting will it be to see one of our own in
such a major production? We also plan to have an opportunity to meet and greet with her and other members of the cast.
I hope you will consider joining us for this fun trip. 

As a New Year comes upon us, I look forward to a spectacular finish to our season. All in all, 2009 was a great year for
us and I expect 2010 to be even better! Thanks to all of you for your continued commitment to ALT. 

I look forward to seeing you at the theatre(s). 
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Director’s Notes

Allen Shankles

Notes from the Guild
Hello,
We thank Ann and Chance Coberley for hosting our Guild Holiday party and meeting at their beautiful home on Decem-
ber 6. Highlights of the meeting were a discussion of the upcoming Valentine’s Dinner and the remaining needs for the
ALT’s ongoing linen/tablecloth fund. Volunteers will be needed to assist with set-up and decoration prior to the Valentine’s
Dinner event, and with serving and clean-up during the actual dinner. Those of you who assisted last year will remember
what a success the evening was for ALT, the Board of Directors and the ALT Guild. The Guild has also continued to raise
funds for tablecloths and linens for the theatre (for odd-size round tablecloths, rectangular tablecloths, and chair covers)
and several members made recent contributions to the fund at our Holiday meeting. You may make a contribution by
dropping off or mailing a check made payable to the Guild and noted “linen fund” to the ALT Box Office. “Tuesdays with
Morrie” opens January 14th, so be ready for opportunities to assist with ushering and concessions during that show. As
always, an immense “thank you” to our members and friends - you make it possible for the Guild to fulfill its mission of
support for our theatre.
Thank you,
ALT Guild



Academy Spotlight
Amarillo Little Theatre  Academy

is proud to present

Book by Scott Ferguson, George Keating and Kyle Hall
Music and Lyrics by Lynn Ahrens, Bob Dorough, Dave Frishberg,

Kathy Mandry, George Newall and Tom Yohe

January 8th and 9th @ 7:30 pm

January 9th and 10th @ 2:30 pm

A pop culture phenomenon comes to the stage as the
ALT Academy presents the beloved musical Schoolhouse

Rock LIVE!
This fun-filled musical is based on the Emmy Award-win-

ning 1970s Saturday morning educational animated series
that taught history, grammar, math, science and politics
through clever, tuneful songs.

The story revolves around Tom, a school teacher nervous
about his first day of teaching. He tries to relax by watch-
ing TV when various characters representing facets of his
personality emerge from the set and show him how to win
his students over with imagination and music, through
such beloved Schoolhouse Rock songs as “Just a Bill,”
“Lolly, Lolly, Lolly” and “Conjunction Junction.”

ALT Academy has assembled a stellar cast of Academy

students that include J. T. Sherrer as Tom, Ryce Garren

as the romantic George, Bailey Allen as the playful Dori,
Kayla Bull as the sweet Shulie, Caleb Cordes as laid-
back Joe, and Mikayla Tipps as thoughtful Dina. The
“rockin’ “ ensemble includes Arielle Angel, Beth Avila,
Sarah Farris, Chesley Hedger, Madison Sanders and
Maddie Todd.

Schoolhouse Rock LIVE! is being directed and 
choreographed by Jason Crespin with music direction by
Brandon Bellar and scenic design by Karen Walsh. 
Elizabeth Tracy serves as Assistant Director and 
Katie Rowan as Assistant Choreographer.

You certainly won’t want to miss this fun musical as it’s
the perfect show for the entire family! Children will learn in
a fun theatrical way while their parents reminisce on such
great advice, such as how to “Unpack Your Adjectives”
and “Do The Circulations!”

Staged at ALT’s Adventure Space, seats are limited so
make plans to see this show today! Tickets go on sale
December 28! Reserve tickets by calling our Box Office at
355-9991 or email jeff@amarillolittletheatre.org

Production funded by
EdwardJones, The Brumley Foundation,

Xcel Energy Foundation and The Deborah

Nation Estate

Sponsored by
Tanya and David Cordes 

Don and Robin Tipps

AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!  HELP ALT CREATE 
THIS YEAR’S 

SPECIAL EVENT!!!
ALT Academy announces auditions for

Honk!
A Musical Comedy

Roles are available for roughly 20 Academy Students plus 
a large ensemble will also be cast to fill all minor roles 

which will include a lot of singing and dancing!

Auditions will consist of a prepared vocal 
selection not to exceed 60 seconds

Vocal audition piece should be from a musical. 

A CD player will be available.

A dance combination will also be taught during auditions.

Production Dates

March 26-28, 2010

ALT Mainstage

Directed and Choreographed by
Jason Crespin

Audition Date

Saturday, January 30 @ 1pm

ALT Mainstage

Music Direction by
Brandon Bellar

We are planning to produce a
“Greatest Hits” production for
ALT’s end of year special event.
We plan to revisit some of the
very best moments of the past
decade at ALT and we need
your help deciding what those
moments might be. Please
drop us an e-mail, give us a
phone call or send up a flare
and let us know your most
memorable performance(s)
from an ALT production during
the past ten years or so. 



AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!

by Jessie Jones, Nicholas Hope, Jamie Wooten

AUDITION DATES

Monday and Tuesday, 

January 18 and 19, 2010 @ 7:30 pm

ALT Mainstage Auditorium

Production Dates

March 4 -14, 2010

Directed by
Jeff Jarnagin

Roles are available for
5 women (age range 30-45)

Auditions will consist of 
cold readings from the script. 

by Peter Shaffer

AUDITION DATES

Monday and Tuesday, 

February 15 and 16, 2010 @ 7:30 pm

ALT Adventure Space

Production Dates

April 1-11, 2010

Directed by 
Allen Shankles

Roles are available for 
5 men (age range 18-70), 

4 women (age range 18-60)
6 men (to play horses - please note that these are
essentially non-speaking roles, but are very impor-

tant to the success of the production)

Auditions will consist of 
cold readings from the script. 

Amarillo Little Theatre is pleased to announce open auditions for its 
fourth Mainstage and Adventure Space productions of the 2009-10 season.

Scripts for both shows are available at the ALT box office with a $10.00 refundable deposit. If you have
questions or need additional information regarding these auditions, please contact the ALT offices at 
355-9991 or e-mail info@amarillolittletheatre.org

COME WITH US!!

SEE THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA IN DALLAS!

You’re invited to join ALT Director, Allen Shankles and members of the ALT staff for an exciting theatre weekend in Dal-
las where we have great seats to see our own Annika Johansson perform with the National Touring Company. 

This whirlwind weekend of fun is scheduled for February 26-28. The luxury motor coach will depart Amarillo at 10:00
am on Friday, February 26 and will depart for the return to Amarillo at 10:00 am on Sunday. On Friday evening, we have
50 excellent seats reserved for The Phantom of the Opera at Dallas’ Fair Park Music Hall which will be followed by a
reception to visit with Annika and members of the Phantom cast. On Saturday, the group will have the day free to explore
Dallas. Accommodations will be at the Hyatt Place in North Dallas. This recently remodeled hotel has free shuttle service
to the Galleria and over 150 area restaurants. There will also be an optional opportunity to see another great theatre pro-
duction in Dallas on Saturday night. 

Space is limited to 50 people. You can reserve your spot by placing a $50.00 deposit with the ALT Box Office. Cost for
the tour including bus travel, two nights lodging and admission to the show is $265.00 (based on double occupancy -
triple and quad occupancy is slightly less per person)

Contact the ALT Box Office to reserve your spot today or to get additional information. 


