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FACTS AT A GLANCE

“A wild and wacky love story from two 
pioneers of classic American comedy.”

Amarillo Little Theatre very proudly presents the Pulitzer
Prize winning, classic comedy You Can’t Take it With You
as its second Mainstage production of the 2009-10 sea-
son.  This charming and funny show is one of the most
beloved plays ever written and it was an “audience
favorite” on last season’s selection ballot. 

As we all know, every family is unique, but some are
more so than others.  Meet the Sycamore family, a zany
bunch of free-spirited artists and oddball entrepreneurs
who live life to the fullest regardless of what anyone else
may think.  Their home is alive with activity as they feed
flies to pet snakes, write plays, collect stamps, manufac-
ture fireworks in the basement, play the xylophone and
practice ballet.  When daughter Alice announces her new
boyfriend’s rich, conservative parents are coming to din-
ner, Alice’s family agrees to act “normal.” But when the
prospective in-laws show up on the wrong night…all bets
are off.   

ALT has cast an exciting array of talented performers for
this large cast of 18 characters.  Included are many audi-
ence favorites and some very talented newcomers.  The
cast includes Angela Bennett, John Bernard, Aaron K.
Brown, Caitlin Campbell, Everett C. Carlisle, Paul 
Johnson, Jonathan Mobley, Michael Newman, Stella
Paquette, Jeffrey Pickens, Kimberly Pride, Bob 
Roulston, Scott Royster, Shelley St. Clair, Melanie
Sanders, Kim Shreffler, Don Washburn and Michael
Westmoreland.   Artistic Director of the production is
Allen Shankles with Art DeMar as Assistant to the Direc-
tor.

You Can’t Take it With You is a show that has been
entertaining theatre audiences for over seventy years.  We
are certain it is going to be a delightful evening of enter-
tainment for your entire family.  Make reservations today!    
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The first three months of ALT’s 2009-10 season have been amazingly successful - extraordi-
nary in fact.  Thus far, we have produced three shows of exceptional artistic quality that have
each experienced near record-breaking attendance numbers.  In fact, we had eight sold-out
performances of Moonlight and Magnolias to start the season, followed by nine out of
eleven sell-outs for The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, and we just completed eight sold
out performances of The Woman in Black.  That means we have posted 25 sell-outs in 27
performances thus far this season.  Wow!

Of course this level of success would not be possible unless our great patrons were buying
tickets and supporting these shows enthusiastically.  We are so blessed to have such a great
base of support.  We are also welcoming many new patrons into our midst this season.  What
a nice surprise.  It seems that our shows have really piqued a lot of interest in the community
thus far.   I believe more and more people in our community are finally discovering what a
great entertainment choice ALT truly is. I hope we can keep this momentum going throughout
the season.

Speaking of extraordinary, most of you have probably heard by now that ALT was recently
the recipient of the largest contribution ever given by an individual in our history.  “Super-patron” Maureen Roberts made
a loving contribution to ALT in the amount of $250,000.  Yes, that’s a quarter of a million dollars!  This truly amazing contri-
bution has allowed ALT to purchase the parking lot located on the north of our Mainstage facility.  This lot has always
been in the possession of Wolflin Village - an issue that has kept us worried for years.  With
this purchase, ALT now owns the entire block from 22nd to Wolflin Ave and controls its des-
tiny as never before.  

For the future, this opens up an incredibly exciting range of possibilities for ALT.  Our
vision is to ultimately construct a second facility on the site.  This would create a “theatre
complex” which would consist of our current Mainstage facility and a new facility which
would house a “new and improved” Adventure Space theatre, expanded Academy class-
room space, a rehearsal space, additional offices for a growing ALT staff, a board room and
storage space for our costumes and props.  Isn’t it exciting to consider the possibilities?
Moreover, this could make good financial sense to ALT as we could ultimately own all of our
facilities rather than making lease payments as we currently do for our Adventure Space.  

Obviously, this vision for the future will take some time to develop.  However, I am more
committed to this than ever before and I hope to see it come to fruition before my tenure at
ALT ends.  I know that ALT’s staff and Board of Directors share this vision and, in my opin-
ion, that makes it a pretty sure bet.  This is certainly a dynamic group of individuals that has
proven it knows how to be successful.

For now, we have another full month of great theatre awaiting our patrons and friends.
You Can’t Take it With You promises to be a wonderfully nostalgic experience for ALT
audiences.  Following that, we offer two great Holiday special events including The Santa-
land Diaries, starring Jeff Jarnagin and the very popular Flying J Wranglers from Rui-
doso, New Mexico.  I hope you will plan to make each of these shows a part of your
December entertainment.  

Times are great at ALT.  I look forward to seeing you at the theatre(s).

Director’s Notes

Allen Shankles

Notes from the Guild
Hello, Guild Members.
Can you believe that we are already one third of the way through our season? The Guild measures its success by the
efforts of our members and thus a great big gracious “thank you” to those outstanding members who have delivered
poster routes for us, helped take tickets and sell concessions, fed work call crews and who have hosted meetings for the
Guild. One of our biggest fundraising activities is the sale of Concessions at intermission, and with the assistance of our
terrific volunteers, we are seeing record sales this season. Some exciting things are on the horizon as You Can’t Take it
with You opens in December at the Mainstage (and with 7 performances scheduled, there will be plenty of opportunity
to volunteer). The Guild is also planning our Christmas party for December 6th and we will provide details about the
event as the date approaches. Enjoy the coming holidays. 
Thank you.
ALT Guild

Are you getting the
“Director’s Blog?”

ALT’s Managing/Artistic
Director, Allen Shankles,
now makes regular blog

postings on the ALT 
website.  Postings cover a

wide array of topics 
ranging from updates on

the current show’s
progress in rehearsal to
breaking news at ALT.

You can check out the blog
anytime by going to

http://www.amarillolittlethe
atre.org/alt_blog.html
Better yet, you can 

subscribe to the blog while
on the site and never miss

another blog post.   
Give it a try.



Academy Spotlight
The Academy has hit the ground running this season and doesn’t look like we are stopping anytime soon!
I want to take the opportunity to thank the talented cast and crew of Pippi Longstocking.  This show was a huge hit

and was the perfect way to kick off our Academy season. Our Academy students performed to almost 2000 area stu-
dents in school performances and had four public performances. If you missed the show, you missed out on 80 of our tal-
ented Academy students bringing to life a classic story led by Molly Martindale who carried the show on her 11 year old
shoulders. The whole cast did a fantastic job of bringing the play to life. I am very proud of all involved!  A very special
thank you to Karen Walsh for her beautiful set, past Academy graduate Amber Flanery who served as Assistant Direc-
tor, Rebecca Smithee who directed our amazing opening ensemble, the staff of ALT for their continued support, and to
all the wonderful parent volunteers who helped backstage, tear tickets, work the concession stand, and so much more!
ALT Academy certainly could not have produced this show with such success without the help of these amazing individu-
als. Thank you!

Looking toward the holiday season, we gear up for Schoolhouse Rock Live! auditions. This musical is the fun Satur-
day morning cartoon series brought to the stage and will be performed in the round at the Adventure Space in early Jan-
uary. Look for audition information in this issue of Curtain Call and info packets the first week of your Spring Academy
class.

With wrapping up the Fall semester, I realized yet again how much I love my job. Working with such great kids and sup-
portive parents as well as having such amazing teachers and a supportive community that promotes the arts is some-
thing ALT Academy is very fortunate to have. Happy Holidays!

Jason Crespin
Academy Director

Attention!!
The ALT Academy Spring Schedule for 2010 is available at the 

ALT Box Office or online at the ALT website 
http://www.amarillolittletheatre.org 

Don’t  miss registration starting December 14!

ALT Academy announces auditions for
Schoolhouse Rock Live!

Roles are available for a small (6-10) ensemble of Academy students 6th grade or older

Auditions will consist of a prepared vocal selection not to exceed 60 seconds. 
Vocal audition piece should show range of the student. 

A CD player will be available.

Also, a short dance combination will be taught during auditions.

Those cast will need to be very available during the holiday season. We will be rehearsing 
during the day of the Winter Break. Please have all conflicts ready at auditions.

Production Dates
January 8th-9th, 2009
ALT Adventure Space

Directed and Choreographed by
Jason Crespin

Audition Date
Saturday , November 21st @ 1pm

ALT Adventure Space

Music Direction by
Brandon Bellar



AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!  AUDITIONS!

by Jeffrey Hatcher and Mitch Albom

AUDITION DATES
Monday and Tuesday, 

November 23 and 24, 2009 @ 7:30 pm
ALT Adventure Space

Production Dates
January 14-24, 2010 

Directed by
To Come

Roles are available for 
1 man (age range 30-40), 

1 man (capable of playing age range 70-80)

Auditions will consist of cold 
readings from the script.

by Craig Lucas and Adam Guettel

AUDITION DATES
Monday and Tuesday, 

December 7 and 8, 2009 @ 7:30 pm
ALT Mainstage Auditorium

Production Dates
February 4-14, 2010

Roles are available for 
8-10 women (age range 18-60),

8-10 men (age range 18-60)

Auditions will consist of a prepared vocal selection not
to exceed 60 seconds and cold readings from the
script. Please note:  this show has a very difficult vocal
score and a classic style.  Auditionees are encouraged
to use music that will demonstrate this style.

Directed by
Allen Shankles

Music Direction by
James Gardner

Amarillo Little Theatre is pleased to announce open auditions for its third Mainstage and 
Adventure Space shows of the 2009-10 season!

Scripts and/or scores for each show are available at the ALT Box office with a $10.00 refundable deposit.
If you have questions or need additional information regarding these auditions, please contact the ALT
offices at 355-9991 or email info@amarillolittletheatre.org

Come celebrate the Holiday season with ALT!!!
ALT is pleased to announce that we will be hosting two great special events for the Holiday season.  The Santaland

Diaries starring Jeff Jarnagin will be presented for three shows only at the ALT Adventure Space December 17-19 @
8:00 pm.  This hilarious one-man show written by David Sedaris is a popular holiday tradition at ALT.  

The Flying J Wranglers from Ruidoso, New Mexico will be appearing on the ALT stage for its fourth year in a row.
That performance is scheduled for Friday, December 18 at 8:00 pm.  

Whether your prefer traditional Holiday fare or something a little more “off the wall,” one of these shows is sure to be
just the ticket for you.  Both shows have experienced packed houses in previous years and we expect this year to be the
same.   Make your reservations as soon as possible. 

Reservations for both shows will begin for ALT season ticket holders on Monday, November 30 at 10:00 am.  Tickets go
on sale to the general public on Monday, December 7 at 10:00. 


